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December 14, 2018    

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting: None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:  

 

 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Grant updates 

Yesterday we received word that approval has been granted to acquire the properties for the 

Elk Park Trail. This trail will connect the park on Cass Avenue that will be built in 2019 to 

Riverside Drive. This is a grant to acquire the rights to acquire the public right of way so that a 

trail can be construction. A grant for construction of the trail will be sought once the right of 

way is secured. 

 

Unfortunately, the proposal for Rudy Park will not be recommended for funding again this 

year. The grant application has consistently received the maximum allowable points available 

for a small project, the total score has consistently fallen slightly short of the cutoff for 

funding. We may need to look at other funding sources or look at a smaller project so that 

access to this park can be improved. 

 

Department of Public Service– Director Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across the city.   

 

City crews from every department of service were represented in City’s Candle Light 

Christmas Parade last Friday.  On Monday, it was time to tear-down from the parade and the 

weather allowed crews to continue with leaf and brush pick-up and patching new holes already 

formed by the freeze/thaw cycles.   

 

Water 

Water and sewer crews were busy addressing a blockage at Parkside, a frozen transducer at the 

Penn Water Tower caused by a heater failure.  Thus requiring the thawing 3 of 7 hydrants 

around Donnell Lake that were found frozen and/or leaking due to CES using them to fill their 

Vactor, and then not pumping them down all the way (repair costs for which they will 

reimburse), and contending with lift-station issues at the lakes and on Rudy Road. 

 

Wastewater    

At the Wastewater Treatment Plant, congratulations to Rob Dillavou who was notified that he 

had passed the test obtaining his D4 license.  The West Primary and Cross-Collector passed the 



test-run; and, dewatering of the East Primary is underway.  Mitch was able to source a 

discontinued distributor for our trash-pump that is being utilized for this process.  Travis 

installed the part, and also cleaned the carburetor and made other repairs, bringing this unit 

back into operating condition.  Unrelated, Travis also installed a new exhaust system on 

dump/plow unit 106. 

 

The replacement NOVA Filter motor/VFD/gearbox, and the polymer pump have both been 

installed.  We are awaiting an electrician to make the final connections.  We also await other 

parts from NOVA that have been changed since this original design. 

 

At the Water Treatment Plan, several items were identified while Peerless Midwest was 

obtaining the filter media samples that will need to be addressed in time.  Although at a 

decreased capacity and efficiency, the filter is still able to remove rust. 

 

DPS / Police  

The Dowagiac Police have located the individual who removed the healthy tree mentioned last 

week, and is working through the incident.  In a similar situation, it was reported by the son 

that a stolen trailer belonging to his father had been spotted on CCWS property.  The Cass 

County Sherriff’s Department is investigating.  

 

Services at 206 Parsonage were disconnected for 

demolition, with final preparations underway by 

Merrill Excavating. 

 

Staff also participated in the Sister Lake Area 

Utility Authority (SLAUA) Board meeting, as 

well as a meeting with Wightman to review the 

East Division water project.  With new 

information provided by the USDA, MDEQ, and 

MDOT, several items are in the process of 

consideration, some of which involves MDOT 

moving-up their timeline by a month and a half over the previously communicated date, and 

disclosing the scope of work to entail more of a temporary repair to the road, versus a full, 

lasting reconstruction. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

   City Manager     


